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HOLY THURSDAY
Let Us Love One Another, as Christ Jesus Has Loved Us
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). By eating
His body and drinking His blood, we proclaim to all the world that Jesus is, indeed, our Passover Lamb (Ex. 12:1–14), who was
sacrificed for us on Calvary. In Christ, the Lord remembers us in mercy and remembers our sin no more; He forgives us all our
iniquity. With such love, he “loved His own who were in the world,” and even loves us “to the end” (John 13:1). As He washes
us and feeds us in love, let us love one another, just as He has loved us (John 13:34).
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
But far be it from me to boast
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In him is salvation, life, and resurrection from the dead;
by him we are redeemed and set at liberty.
INVOCATION
L In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that
prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord
Jesus Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten
discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This holy Sacrament has been instituted for the
special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and
hunger and thirst for righteousness.
But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which we are incapable of
delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that He
might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we
deserve.
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He
said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.”

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on
you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness
of sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of
this, I give you My blood to drink.”
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in
Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life.
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for
our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His
commandment, love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord on this night exemplified this love by washing His
disciples’ feet, so we by our words and actions serve one another in love. For we are all one bread and one body, even as
we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with the wine of many
grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we
love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth.
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May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us.
Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
L Let us pray.
O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the
sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
GRADUAL~Psalm 111:4–5
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and merciful.
He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
EPISTLE~1 Corinthians 11:23–32
23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed
took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning
the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why many of you are
weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by
the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world..
After the Lesson:
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
VERSE~John 6:55-56
My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.

HOLY GOSPEL~ St John 13:1-15
L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that
was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him,
“What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash
my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet
only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,
but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he
said, “Not all of you are clean.”
he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you
understand what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also
should do just as I have done to you.”
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After the Gospel:
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

LSB 602

“Signed, Sealed, Delivered” , previously recorded at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Denton Texas

NICENE CREED

Inside back cover of hymnal

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
BENEDICTION
L The Almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit bless us and keep us.
C Amen.
DISMISSAL HYMN

LSB 634

It is customary that following the Holy Supper on Maundy Thursday, the Holy Table is stripped bare, along with
other appointments in the sanctuary. During this time, the 22nd Psalm of David is normally sung. Take some time to
reflect on these words fulfilled on the Cross in preparation for Good Friday.

